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A at 3. 3. Though his dig into Hell, thence hall mine 


„Hand take them; though they climb up to Heaven, thence 


„will I bring them dowo. And though they hide themſelves 


in the Tep of Carmel, I will ſearch and take them out thence ; 


% and though they be hid from my Sight in the Bottom of the 
« Sea, thence I will command the Serpent, and he ſhall bite 


ide, 
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Sinners in the Hands of an 


angry GOD. 


ss οοοο οοοο 


FF 
mT heir Foot ſhall flide in due Time. 


B OE E. * N this . is threatned the vengeance 


A wm oF of Ged on the wicked unbelieviog Ilra- 
* N N INN elites, that were God's viſibie people, 


Sens and lived under means of grace; and 


KXXXSSX that, notwithſtanding all God's won- 
SAA derful works that he had wrought to- 


wards that people, yer remained, as 1s expreſſed, ver. 
28. void of counſel, having no underſtanding in them; 


and that, under all the cultivations of heaven, brought 


forth bitter and poiſonous fruit ; as in the two verles 5 


next preceeding the text. 
The expreſſion that I have choſen for my text, 


Their foot ſhall flide in due time, leems to imply the 
following things, relating to the puniſhment and de- 


ſtruction that theſe wicked Iſtaelites were expoſed to. 


- 
i. 
4 


* 
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*. 
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a they brought into deſolation as in a moment ? 


; is not come. 
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„ That they were always expoſed to deſtruction, 
as 90 that ſtands or walks in ſlippery places is always 
expoſed to fall. This is implied in the manner of 
their deſtruction's coming upon them, being repre- 
ſented by their foot's ſliding. The ſame is expreſs'd, 


Pfal. 73. 18. Surely thou didſt ſet them in flippery 


places; thou caſtedſt them down into deſtruction. 
- hs It implies that they were always expoſed to ſudden 
unexpected deſtruction. As he that walks in ſlippery 
places is every moment liable to fall; he cannot fore- 
lee one moment whether he ſhall ſtand or fall the 
next; and when he does fall, he falls at once, without 
warning. Which 1s alſo expreſſed in that, Pal. 73. 
18, 19. Surely thou didſt ſet them in flippery places; 
thou caſtedſt them down into deftruttion. How are 


3. Another thing implied is that they are liable to 
fall of zbemſelves, without being thrown down by the 
hand of another. As he that ſtands or walks on ſlip- 
pery ground, needs nothing but his own weight to 
throw bim down. 7 

4. That the reaſon why they are not fallen already, 
and don't fall now, is only that God's appointed time 
For it is ſaid, that when that due time, 
or appointed time comes, their foot all fide. Then 
tbey ſhall be left to fall as they are inclined by their 
own weight. God won't hold- them up in theſe 
flippery places any longer, but will let them go; and 


then, at that very inſtaat, they ſhall fall into deſtructi- 


on; as he that ſtands in ſuch lippery declining ground 
on the edge of a pit that he can't ſtand alune, when 
he is let go he immediately falls and is loſt. 


The obſervation from the wares that I would now 


5 iofiſt upon is this, 


Thers 2 


There is nothing that keeps wicked men, at any one 
moment, out of bell, but the meer Pleaſure of GOD. 


By the meer pleaſure of God, I mean his ſovereign 


pleaſure, his arbitrary will, reſtrained by no obligation, 


hinder'd by no manner of difficulty, any more than if 
nothing elſe but God's meer will had in the leaſt de- 


gree, or in any reſpect whatſoever, any hand in the 
preſervation of wicked men one moment. 


The truth of this obſervation may appear by the 


following conſiderations, 
1. There is no want of power in God to caſt wick- 


ed men into hell at any moment. Mens hands can't 
be ſtrong when God riſes up: The ſtrongeſt have no 


power to refiſt him, nor can any deliver out of his hands. 

He is not only able to caſt wicked men into hell, 
but he can moſt ea/ily do it. Sometimes an earthly 
Prince meets with a great deal of difficulty to fubdue a 
rebel, that has found means to fortify himſelf, and has 


made himſelf ſtrong by the numbers of his followers. 


But it is not ſo with God. There is no fortreſs that 
1s any defence from the power of God. Though hand 
Join in hand, and vaſt multitudes of God's enemies 
combine and aſſociate themſelves, they ate eaſily broken 


in pieces: They are as great heaps of light chaff be- 


fore the whirlwind; or large quantities of dry ſtubble 
before devouring flames. We find it eaſy to tread on 
and cruſh a worm that we ſee crawling on the earth ; 

ſo *tis eaſy for us to cut or ſinge a lender thread that 


any thing hangs by; thus eaſy is it for God when he 

pleafes to caſt his enemies down to hell. What are 
we, that we ſhould think to ſtand before him, at whoſe 
rebuke the earth trembles, and betore whom the rocks 


ae thrown down ? 


- — — — — 
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2. They deſerve to be caſt into hell ; ſo that divine 


juſtice never ſtands in che way, it makes no objection 
againſt God's uſing his power at any moment to de- 


ſtroy them. Yea, on the contrary, juſtice calls aloud 
for an infinite puniſhment of their fins. © Divine Juſtice 
ſa s of the tree that brings forth ſuch grapes of Sodom, 
Cut it down, why cumbreth it the ground ? Luk. 13. », 
The ſword of divine Juſtice is every moment brandiſh- 
ed over their heads, and *tis nothing but the hand of 
arbitrary Mercy, and God's meer will, that holds it 
back. 


They are already under a ſentence of ben 


nation to hell. Tuey don't only juſtly deſerve to be 


caſt down thither; but the ſentence of the law of God, 


that eternal and immutable rule of righteouſneſs that 
God has fixed between him and mankind, is gone out 


againſt them, and ſtands againſt them; ſo that they 


are bound over already to hell. Joh. 3. 18. He 1hat 

| believeth not is condemned already. So that every un- 

converted man properly belongs to hell; that is his 

place; from thence he is. Joh. 8. 2 3. Ye are from 

| beneath. And thither he is bound  *tis the place that 

juſtice, and God's word, and the ſentence of his un- 
5 changeable law aſſigns co him. 


They are now the objects of that very ſame an- 
ger and wrath of God that is expreſſed in the torments 
of hell: And the reaton why they don't go dowa to 
hell at each moment, is not becaule God, in whoſe 


power they are, is not then very angry with them; 
as angry as he is with many of thoſe miſerable crea- 
tures that he is now tormenting in hell, and do there 


feel and bear the fiercenels of his wrath. Yea, God 


is a great deal more angry with great numbers that 


are now on earth, yea doubtleſs with many that are 
457 OE nor 


of an angry G O D. SS 9 


now in this congregation, that it may be are at eaſe 


and quiet, than he is with many of thoſe that are now 
in the flames of hell. 

So that it is not becauſe God is onivindtal of their 
wickedae(s, and don't reſent it, that he don't let looſe 


his hand and cut them off. God is noc altogether 


ſuch an one as themſelves, though they may imagine 
him to be fo. The wrath of God burns againſt them, 
their damnaiton don't ſlumber, the pit is prepared, the 


fire is made ready, the ſurnace is now hot, ready to 


receive them, the flames do now rage and glow, The 
glittering ſword is wher, and held over them, and che 
pit hath opened her mouth under them. 

5. The devil ſtands ready to fall upon them and 


| feize them as his own, at what moment God ſhall per- 
mit him. They belong to him; he has their ſouls in 


his poſſeſſion, and under his dominion. The ſcripture 


_ repreſents them as his goods, Luk. 11. 21. The devils 
watch them; they are ever by them, at their right 


hand ; they ſtand waiting for them, like greedy hun- 


gry lions that ſee” their prey, and expect to have it, 
but are for the preſent kept back; if God ſhould 


withdraw his hand, by which they are reſtrained, they 
would in one moment fly. upon their poor ſouls. The 


old {crpent'is gaping for them; hell opens it's mouth 
wide to receive them ; and if God ſhould permit it, 
they would be haltily ſwallowed up and loſt, 


6. There are in the ſouls of wicked men thoſe hel- 


lich principles reigning, that would preſently kindle 


and flame out into hell fire, if it were not for God's 
reſtraints. There is laid in the very nature of carnal 


men a foundation for the torments of hell: There are 
thoſe corrupt principles, in reigning power in them, 


and in full poſſeſſion of them, that are ſeeds of hell 


fire. Theſe principles are active and powerful, and 


B exceeding 


—— — — — „ 2 I CEE I 
—_— OR * — [I 


— 


10 Sinners in the Hands 


exceeding violent in their nature, and if it were not fo; 
the reſtraining hand of God upon them, they would 
ſoon break out, they would flame out after the ſame 


manner as the ſame corruptiggs, the ſame enmity does 
in the hearts of damned fouls, and would beget the 


ſame torments in them as they do in them. The fouls 


of the wicked are in ſcripture compared to the trouble 


ſea, Iſai. 57. 20. For the preſent God reſtrains their 
wickedneſs by his mighty power, as he does the raging 
waves of the troubled fea, ſay ing, Hitherto ſhalt thou 


come, and no further; but it God ſhould withdraw 
that reſtraining power, it would ſoon carry all afore it. 


Sia is the ruin and miſery of the ſaul; it is deſtructive 
in it's nature; and if God ſhould leave it without re- 
ſtraint, there would need nothing elſe to make the 
ſoul perfectly miſerable. The corruption of the heart 


of man is a thing that is immoderate and boundleſs in 
it's fury; and while wicked men live here, it is like 


fire pent up by God's reſtraints, whenas if it were let 


loolſe it would ſet on fire the courſe of nature; and a3 
the heart is now a ſink of ſin, fo, if fin was not te- 
ſtrained, it would immediately turn the ſoul into a 
| fiery oven, or a furnace of fire and brimſtone, _ 


7. It is no ſecurity to wicked men for one moment, 
that there are no v:i/ble means of death at hand. ? Is 


no ſecurity to a natural man, that he is now in health, 


and that he don't fee which way he ſhould now im- 


mediately go out of the world by any accident, and 


that there is no viſible danger in any reſpect in his cir- 

cumſtances. The manifold and continual experience 
of the world 1a all ages, ſhews that this is no evidence 
that a man is not on the very brink of eternity, and 


that the next ſtep, won't be into another world. The 
unſeen, unthought of ways and means of perfons go- 
ing ſuddenly out of the world are innumerable and 


inconceivable. 
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inconceivable. | Unconve ried men walk over the pit 


of hell on a rotten covering, and there are innumerable 


places in this covering fo weal: that they won't bear 
their weight, and theſe places are not ſeen. The ar- 
rows of death-fly unſeen at noon- day; the ſharpeſt 
ſight can't difcern them. God has lo many different 
unteatchahle ways of taking wicked men out of the 
world and ſen: ging them to hell, that there is nothing 
to make it appear that God had need to be at the ex 


pence of a miracle, or go out of the ordinary courts 
of his providence, to deſtroy any wicked man, at any 


moment. All the means that there are of ſianets ga- 


ing out of the world, are ſo in God's hands, and fo 
univerially abſolutely {ut 1-6 to his power and deter- 
minaticn, that it don't depend at all leſs on the meer 


will of God, whether finners ſhall at any moment go 


to hell, than if means were never made ule of, or at 
all concerned in che caſe. 


8. Natural men's prudence and care to preſerve their 
on lives, or the Care of others to Preſerve them, 
don't fecure them a moment. Ibis divine e 
and univerſal EXPEFICOCE doe alſo bear teſtimony to. 


J here is this clear evidence that men's o- Wiſdom 1 


no ſecurity to them from death: 1 kat if it were o- 
therwiſe we ſhould ice ſome cifference between the 
wiſe and politic men of the world, and Ghets, with 


regard to their liableneſs to an and unexpected 
death; but how is it in fact? Eccleſ. 2. 10. How 
dieth ihe wiſe man ? as the fool. 75 


9. All wicked men's pains and contrivance they ule 


to eicape bell, while they continbe to reject Chriſt, and 


ſo remain wicked men, don't ſecure them trom hell 


one moment. Almoſt every natural man that hears 


of hell, flatters himſelf that he ſhail etcape it; he ce- 


Pends upon himſelf for bis own tecutuy; he flatterg 
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himſelf in whit he has done, in what he is now doing, 
or what he intends to do; every one lavs out matters 
in his own mind how he ſhall avoid damnation, and 
flatters himſelf that he contrives well for himlel!, and 
that his ſchemes won't fail. They hear indeed that 
there are but tew ſaved, and that the bigger part of 
men that have died heretofore are gone to hell; but 
each one imagines that he lays out matters better tor 
his own eſcape than others have done : He don't in- 
tend to come to that place of torment z he ſays with- 
in himfelf, that he intends to take care that hall be 
effectual, and to order matters ſo for bimfelf as nut 
to fail, 
But the fooliſh children of men do miſerably delude 
themiclves in their own ſchemes, and in cheir confi- 
dience in their own ſtrength and wiſdom ; they truſt 
to nothing but a adow. The bigger part of thoſe 
that heretofore have. Under the ſame means of grace, 
and are now dead, 48 undoubtedly gone to hell: And 
it was not becaule they were not as wile as thoſe that 
are now alive: It was not becauſe they did not lay 
dot matters as well for themſelves to ſecure their own. 
eſcape. If it were ſo, that we could come to ſpeal: 
with them, and could enguire of them, one by one, 
whether they expected when alive, and when they uled 
to hear about bell, ever to be the ſubjects of the: 
miſery, we doubtlels ſhould hear one and another re- 
ply, No, I never intended to come here; 1 had Jail 
out matters otherwiſe in my mind; | the? t I ſhould 
© contrive well for my ſelf; 1 chought my ſche me 
good; I intended to take effectual care; but it 
* came upon me unexpected; I did not look for it a: 
that time, and in that manner; it came as a thiek ; 
© death out witted me; God's wrath was too quick 


4 : for me z © my curied fooliſhneſs ! I was fluttering l 
$ {et | 


of an angry G0 D. 5 12 


c ſelf, and pleaſing my ſelf with vain dreams of what 1 


© would do hercafter, and when | was laying peace and 
« ſafety, then ſudden deſtruction came upon me.“ 
10. God has laid himtelf under u cbligation by any 
promile to keep any natural man out of hell ne mo- 
ment. God certainly has made no promiſes either of 


eternal lite, or of any delive:anc- or prefervaitin trom 


eternal death, but what are contained in the covenant 


of grace, the promiſes that are given in Cariſt, in 


whom ail the promiſes are yea and amen. But ſurely 
they have no intereft in the promites of tue covenznt of 
grace that are not the chiidren of the covenant, and that 


don't believe in any of the promiſes oi the covenant, 


and have no intertſt ig the Mediator of the covenant. 
So that whatever {ime have imagined and pretended 


about promiſes made to natural men's earnelt ſrokiog 
and knocking, 'tis plain and manifeſt that whatever 
pains a natures} man takes in region, Whitever prayers 
he makes, till he believes in Chriſt, God is under no 
manner of obligation to keep him a ment from 


eternal deſtruction. Bo 
So that thus it is, that natural men are held in the 

hand of God over the pit of hell; they have deferved 

the fiery pit, and are already. ſec tenced to it; and 


God is dreadiuliy provoked, his anger is as great to- 
wards them as to hoſe that are actually {offering the 
executions of the fiercenets of his wrath in nell, and 


they have done nothing io the call to appeate or abate 
that anger, neither is God in the leaſt bound by any 


promiſe to hold them up one moment z the devil is 
PWuaitiog for them, hell is gaping for them, the flames 

gather and flaſh about them, and would fain lay hold 
on them, and ſwallow them up; the fire pent up in 


their own hearts is ſtruggling to break out; and they 


have no imereſt in any mediator, there are no means 
within 


1 
i 

i 

| 

$ 


ſons 1 ia this Congregation, 


is extended abroid under you, 


is hell's wide gaping mouth open 3 


from falling, 
that is ſuſpended im it. 
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within reach that can be any ſecurity to them. In 


ſhort, they have no refuge, nothing to take hold of, 
l that preſerves them every moment is the meer ar- 


bitrary will, and uncovenanted unobliged forbearance 


ol 20 incenſed God. 
APPLICATION. 


The us may be of awakening to unconverted per- 
This that you have heard 
is the caſe of every one of you that are out of Chriſt. 
That world of milery, that lake of burning brimſtone 
There is the dreadful 
pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there 
and you have 5 
thing to ftand upon, nor any thing to take hold of: 
There | is nothing bet wWten you and hell but the alt; 
*tis only the power 5 meer picalure of God that 
notd 5 you up. 

Too probably are not ſenlible of this; ; you find you 


axe kept out of hell, but dun'c ſce the hand of Go in 


, but look at other things, as th- good ſtate of your 
bodily coniticution, your care of yur own lite, and 
the means you uſe for your own prelervation. But 
indeed thele things are nothing ; it God ſhould with- 
draw his hand, they would avail no more to keep you 
than the thin air to hold up a perion 


Your wickedneſs makes you as it were heavy as 
tad, and to tend downwards with great weight and 
preſſure towards hell; and it God hald et * you go, 


Fou would immediately fink an fwittly deſcend aud 
plunge into the bottomleis gult, and your healthy 
conſtitution, and your own care and prudence, and beſt 
conttivance, and all your rnghteuuſnets, would have no 


more dener to uphold you and keep you _ i ; 


A 
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hell, than a ſpider's web would have to ſtop a falling 
rock. Were it not that fo is the ſovereign pleaſure of 
God, the earth would not bear you one moment; for 

you are a burden to it; the creation groans with you g 

the creature is made ſubject to the bondage of your: 
corruption, not willingly ; the fun don't willingly 
ſhine upon ycu to give you light to ſerve fin and ſa— 
tan; the earth don't willingly yield her increale to ſa- 
tisfy your luſts; nor is it willingly a ſtage for your 


wickedneſs to be acted upon; the arr dun't willingly 


ſerve you for brea'h to maintain the flame of life in 
your vitals, while you ſpend your life in the ſervice of 
God's enemies. God's creatures are good, and were 


made for men to ſerve God with, and don't willingly 


ſubſerve to any other purpole, and groan when they 


are abuſed to purpoſes ſo directly contrary fo their na- 
ture and end. And the world would ſpue you out, 


were it not for the ſovereign hand of bim who hath 


ſubjected it in hope. There are the black clouds or 
God's wrath now hanging directly over your heads, 


full of the dreadful Rtvim, and big with thunder; and 
were it not for the reſtraining hand of God it would - 
immediately burſt forth upon you. The ſove reign 


pleaſure of Go. for the preſent ſtays his rough wind 3 
_ otherwiſe it would Tome with fury, and your deſtruc- 
tion would come like a whirlwind, and you would be 

ike the chaff ct the ſummer threſhing floor. 


The wrath of Gud is like great waters chat are dame 
med for the preſent 3 they increale more and more, 


and riſe higher and higher, * till an outlet is given, and 
| the longer the ſtream is ſtop'd, the more rapid and 
mighty is it's courſe, when once it is let looſe. 113 
true, chat judgment againit your evil works has not 


been executed hitherto ; the floods of God's vengeance 


have been with-held ; but your guilt in the mean time 


8 
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is conſtantly increaſing, and you are every day tles. 


furing up more wrath ; the waters are continually ri. 
fing and Waxing more and more mighty and there 
15 nothing but the meer pleaſure of God that holds the 
waters back thac are unwilling to be ſtopped, and pref; 
hard to go forward; if God | ſhould only withdraw his 
hand from the fly3d-gate, it would immediately fly 

open, and the fiecy (ods of the fierceneſs and wrath 
of God would ruſh forth with iaconceivable f fury, and 
would come upon you with omaipotent power; anc 


if your ſtrength were ten thouſand times greater than 


it is, yea ten chouſand times greater than the ſtrength 
of the ſtouteſt, ſturdieſt devil in hell, it would be no- 
thing to withſtand or endure it. 


The bow of God's wrath is beat, and the arrow 
made ready on the ſtring, and juſtice bends the arrow 
at your heart, and ſtrains the bow, and it is nothing 
but the meer pleaſure of God, and that of an angry 


| God, without any promiſe or obligation at all, tha: 
keeps the arrow one momeut from being made drunk 


with your blood. 


Thus are all you that never paſſed under a great 
change of heart, by the mighty power of the SPIRIT 
of GOD upon your ſouls; all that were never born 
again, and made new creatures, and raiſed from being 
dead in fin, to a ſtate of new, and before altogether 
unexperienced light and lite, (however you may have 
reformed your lite in many things, and may have had 
religious alfections, and may keep up a form of reli- | 


gion in your families and clofets, and in the houſe of 


God, and may be ſtrict to it,) you are thus in the 


| bands of an angry God; 'tis nothing but his meet 


pleaſure that keeps you from being this moment 


twallowed up 1n everlaiting deſtruction, 5 


However 


| £ 
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However unconvinced you may now be of the truth 


of what you hear, by and by you will be fully con- 


vinced of it. Thoſe that are gone from being in the 
like circumſtances with you, ſee that it was ſo with 

them; for deſtruction came ſuddenly upon moſt of 
them, when they expected nothing of it, and while 


they were ſaying, Peace and Safety : Now they ſee, 


that thoſe things that they depended on for peace and 


ſafety, were nothipg but thin air and empty ſhadows. 
The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much 


as one holds a ſpider, or ſome loathſome inſect, over 
the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked ; his 
wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon you 
as worthy of nothing elſe, but to be caſt into the fire; 
he is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his 
ſight; you are ten thouſand times fo abominable in his 
eyes as the moſt hateful venomous ſerpent is in ours. 
| You have offended him infinitely more than ever a 
ſtubborn rebel did his prince: And yet 'tis nothing 
but his hand that holds you from falling into the fire 
every moment: *Tis to be aſcribed to nothing elſe, 
that you did not go to hell the laſt night; that you 
was ſuffer'd to awake again in this world, after you 
cloſed your eyes to ſleep : And there is no other rea- 
fon to be given why you have not dropped into hell 
ſince you aroſe in the morning, but that God's hand 
has held you up : There is no other reaſon to be given 
/ hy you han't gone to hell ſince you have ſat here in the 
houſe of God, provoking his pure eyes by your finful 


wicked manner of attending his folemn worſhip : Lea, 


there is nothing elſe that is to be given as a reaſon why 


y ou don't this very moment drop down into hell. 


O Sinner !! Conſider the fearful danger you are in: 


*Tis a great furnace of wrath, a wide and bottonmleſs 


pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held over in 
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the hand of that God, whoſe wrath is provoked and 
incenſed as much againſt you as againſt many of the 
damned in hell: You hang by a lender thread, with 
the flames of divine wrath flathing about it, and ready 
every moment to ſinge it, and burn it aſunder; and 
you have no intereſt in any mediator, and nothing to 
lay hold of to ſave yourſelf, nothing to keep off the 
flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that 
you ever have done, nothing chat you can do, to in- 
duce God to ſpare you one moment. 
And conſider here more particularly ſeveral things 
concerning that wrath that you ate in ſuch danger of. 
1. Y/hoſe wrath it is: It is the wrath of the infinite 
GOD. It it were only the wrath of man, though it 
were of the moſt potent prince, it would be compara- 
tively little to be regarded. The wrath of kings is ve- 
ry much dreaded, eſpecially of abſolute monarchs, that 
have the poſſeſſions and lives of their ſubjects wholly in 
their power to be diſpoſed of at their meer will. Prov. 
20. 2. The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion; 
 whoſo proveketh him to anger, /inneth againſt his own 
foul, The ſubjeR that very muth enrages an arbitra- 
ry prince is liable to ſuffer the moſt extream torments 
that human art can invent or human power can inflict. 
But the greateſt earthly potentates, in their greateſt 
majeſty and ſtrength, and hen cloathed in their great- 
eſt terrors, are but feeble deſpicable worms of the duft, 
in compariſon of the great and almighty creator and 
king of heaven and earth : It is but little thac they can 
do, when moſt enraged, and when they have exerted 
the utmoſt of their fury. All the kings of the earth 
before GOD are as graſhoppers, they are nothing, lels 
than nothing: Both their love and their hatred is to 
be deſpiſed. The wrath of the great King of kings is 
as much more terrible than their's, as his Majeſty is 


greater. Luke 12.4, 5+ And 1 ſay unto you, my hay 


— -- 


an angy COD. 6 
be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that 


| have no more that they can ad: But I wil! forewarn 
you whom ye ſhall fear; fear him, which after he bath 


killed, hath power to caſt into hell; yea I ſay unto you 
fear him, 5 1 EEE 
2. *Tis the Ferceneſs of his wrath that you are 
expoſed to, We often read of the fury of God; as 
in ai. 39. 18. According to therr deeds, accordingly be 
will repay fury to his adverſaries So Iſai. 60. 15. 
For behold, the Lord wil! come with fire, and with cha- 
riots like a whirlwind, to renger his anger with fury, 


and his rebukes with flames of fire. And ſo in many 


Other places. So we read of God's fierceneſs. Rev, 
19. 15. There we read of the winepreſs of the fierce- 
nels and wrath of almighty God, The words are ex- 
ceediug terrible: It it had only been ſaid, e wrath 
of Cod, the words would have implied that which is 
ivhaiftly dreadful : But 'tis not only ſaid ſo, but the 
fierceneſs and wrath of God; the fury of God! the 
fieicene's of Jehovah ! Oh how dreadful muſt that 
be ! Who can utter or conceive what ſuch expreſſions 


carry in them! But it is pot only ſaid ſo, but the 


Herceneſs and wrath of ALMIGHTY GOD. As tho? 


there would be a very great manifeſtation of his al- 


mighty power, in what the fierceneſs of his wrath 


ſhould inflict, as though omnipotence ſhould be as it 
were enraged, and exerted, as men are wont to exert 
their ſtrength in the fierceneſs of their wrath. Oh 


then what will be the conſequence | What will become ; 
of the poor worm that ſhall ſuffer it! Whoſe hands 


can be ſtrong ? And whoſe heart enduie ? To what 


a dreadful, inexpreſſible, inconceivable depth of miſery 
muſt the poor creature be ſunk, who ſhall be the ſub- 


7 


Ject of this! 
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Conſiderthis, you that are here preſent, that yetremain 
in an unregenerate ſtate. That God will execute the 
fierceneſs of his anger, implies that he will inflict wrath 
without any pity : When God beholds the incffable 
extremity of your caſe, and ſees your torment to be fo 
vaſtly diſproportion'd to your ſtrength, and ſees how 
your poor ſoul is cruſhed and finks down, as it were 
into an infinite gloom, he will have no compaſſion 
upon you, he will not forbear the executions of his 
wrath, or in the leaſt lighten his hand ; there ſhall be 
no moderation or mercy, nor will God then at all ſtay. 
his rough wind; he will have no regard to your wel- 
fare, nor be at all careful leſt you ſhould ſuffer too 
much, in any other ſenſe than only that you ſhall not 
ſuffer beyond what ſtrict Juſtice requires : Nothing 
ſhall be with-held, becauſe it's ſo hard for you to 
bear. Ezek. 8. 18, Therefore will I alſo deal in 
Jury; mine eye ſpall not ſpare, neither will I havspity ; 
and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet 
1 will not hear them. Now God ſtands ready to pity 
you; this is a day of mercy ; you may cry now with 
ſome encouragement of obtaining mercy : But when 
once the day of mercy is paſt, your moſt lamentable 
and dolorous cries and ſhrieks will be in vain; you 
will be wholly loſt and thrown away of God as to any 
regard to your wellare; God will have no other vuſe 
to put you to but only to ſuffer miſery ; you ſhall be 
continued in being to no other end; for you will be 
a a veſſel of wrath fitted to deſtruction; ; and there will 
be no other uſe of this veſſel but only is be filled full 
of wrath 3 God will be ſo far from pity ing you when 


vou cry to him, that *tis ſaid he will only /augh and 
mock, Prov. 1. 25, 26, &c. ö 
How awful are tho words, Thai. 6 3. 3. 3. which are 

the wards of che great God, 1 will 1 them in mine 
| anger, 
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anger, and will trample them in my fury, and their 
blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, and 1 will 
ſtain all my raiment. Lis perhaps impoſſible to con- 


ceive of words that carry in them greater manifeſtati- 
ons of theſe three things, viz. Contempt, and hatred, 


and fierceneſs of indignation. If you cry to God to 


pity you, he will be ſo far from pitying you in your 


doleful caſe, or ſhewing you the leaſt regard or favour, 


that inſtead of that he'll only tread you under foot; 


And though he will know that you can't bear the 
weight of omnipotence treading upon you, yet he 
won't regard that, but he will cruſh you under his 


feet without mercy ; he'll cruſh out your blood, and 
make it fly, and it ſhall be ſprinkled on his garments, 
ſo as to (tain all his raiment. He will not only hate 


you, but he will have you in the utmoſt contempt ; 
no place ſhall be thought fit for you, but under his 


feet, to be trodden down as the mire of the ſtreets. 
The miſery you are expoſed to is that which God 

will inflict to that end, that he might bew what that 

Wrath of Jznovan 1 is. God hath had it on his heart 


to ſhew to angeis and men, both how excellent his 
love is, and alſo how terrible his wrath is. Sometimes 


earthly Kings have a mind to ſhew how terrible their 


wrath is, by the extream puniſhments they would ex- 


ecute on thoſe that provoke em. Nebuchadnezzar, 


that mighty and haughty monarch of the Chaldean 
empire, was willing to ſhew Bis wrath, when enraged 
with Shagrach, Meſbech, and Abednego ; and accord- 
ingly gave order that the burning fiery furnace ſhould 
be het leven times hotter than it was before ; doubt- 
leſs it was raiſed to the utmoſt degree of fierceneſs that 
human art could raiſe it: But the great GOD is alſo 
willing to ſhew. his wrath, and magnify his awful 


faaelty « and mighty power in the extream lufferings 


of 
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of his enemies, Rom. . 22. What if God willing ts 
fhew HIS wrath, and to make his power known, en- 
dured with much long ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted 
to deftruftion ? And ſceing this is his deligo, and what 
be has determined, to ſhew how terrible the unmixed, 
unreſtrained wrath, the fury and fierceneſs of Jzno- 
VA is, he will do it to effect. There will be ſome- 
thing accompliſhed and brought to pals, that will be 
dreadful with a witneſs, When the great and angry 
God hath riſen up and executed his awful vengeance 
on the poor ſinner; and the wretch is actually tuffer- 
ing the infinite weight and power of his indignation, 
then will God call upon the whole univerſe to behold 
that awful majeſty, and mighty power that is to be 
ſeen in it. Ifai. 33. 12, 3, 14. And the people ſpall 
be as the burning of ime as thorns cut up ſhall they 
be burnt in the fire. Hear e that are far off what | 
have done; and ye that are near acknowledge my might. 
The ſinners in Sion are afraid, IO hath ſur- 
prized the hypocrites, fc. 
Thus ic will be with you that are in an unconverted : 
- fate, if you continue in it; the infinite might and 
mjjeſty and terribleneſs of the OmnieoTenT GOD 
ſhall be magnified upon you, in the ineffable ſtrength 
of your torments : You ſhall be tormented in the 
Preſeace of the holy angels, and in the preſence of the 
Lamb; and when you ſhall be in this ſtate of ſuffering, 
the glorious inhabitants of heaven ſhall go forth and 


wrath and fiercenels of the almighty is, and when they 
have ſcen it, they will fall down and adore that great 


one ſabbath io another, ſhall ali fleſh come to worſhip be- 
: fre ne, ſaith the Lon; and they l= go forth and look 


upon 


look on the awful ſpectacle, that they may ſee what the | 


power and majeſty. Iſai. 66. 23, 24. And it ſhall come 
to paſs, that from one new moon to another, and from 
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upon the carcaſſes of the men that have tranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt me; for their worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall 
their fire be quenched,and they ſhall be an abborring unto 


| all feſb. 


4. *Tis everlaſting wrath, It would be dreadful 
to ſuffer this fierceneſs and wrath of almighty God 


one moment; but you muſt ſuffer it to all eternity: 
There will be no end to this exquiſite horrible mitery : 


When you look forward, you ſhall fee a long forever, 
a boundleſs duration before you, which will fwallow 
up your thoughts, and amaze your ſoul ; and you will 


__ abſolutely deſpair of ever having any deliverance, any 
end, any mitigation, any reſt at all; you will know 


certainly that you muſt wear out long ages, millions of 


millions of ages, in wreſtling and corflifting with this 


almighty mercileſs vengeance ; and then when you 
have ſo done, when ſo many ages have actually been 


ſpent by you in this manner, you will know that all is 


but a point to what remains. So that your puniſh— 
ment will indeed be infinite. Oh who can expreſs 


what the ſtate of a ſoul in ſuch circumſtances is! All 


that we can poſſibly ſay about it, gives but a very feeble 


faint repreſentation of it; 'tis inexpreſſible and incon- 
ceivable; for who knows the power of God's anger? 


How dreadful is the ſtate of thoſe that are daily and 


body i in danger of this great wrath, and infinite miſe- 
ry! But this is the diſmal caſe of every foul in this con- 
gregation, that has not been born again, however mo- 
ral and ſtrict, ſober and religious they may otherwiſe 
be. Oh that you would conſider it, whether you be 
yourg or old. There is reaſon to think, that there 
are many in this congregation now hearing this dif- 


courſe, that will actually be the ſubjects of this very 
miſery to all eternity. We know not who they are, 


or in what [eats they fit, or What Lg his they now 


have: 
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have: It may be they are now at eaſe, and hear all theſe | 
things without much diſturbance, and are now flatter- 
ing themſelves that they are not the perſons, promiſing 


themſelves that they ſhall eſcape. If we knew that 
there was one perſon, and but one, in the whole con- 
gregation that was to be the ſubject of this miſery, 
what an awful thing would it be to think of ! If we 
knew who it was, what an awful ſight would it be to 


| fee ſuch a perſon! How might all the reſt of the con- 


gregation lift up a lamentable and bitter cry over him 
But alas ! inſtead of one, how many is it likely will 


temember this diſcourſe in hell? And it would be no 
wonder if ſome that are now preſent, ſhould not be in 


hell ia a very ſhort time, before this year is out. And 


it would be no wonder if ſome perſon that now ſits here 
in ſome ſeat of the meeting houſe in health, and quiet 
and ſecure, ſhould be there before to morrow morning. 
Thoſe of you that finally continue in a natural conditi- 


on, that ſhall keep out of hell longeſt, will be there in 


a little time! your damnation don't ſlumber z it will 
come ſwiftly, and in all probability very ſuddenly upon 
many of you. You have reaſon to wonder, that you | 
are not already in hell. *Tis doubtleſs the caſe of ſome 


that heretofore you have ſeen and known, that never 


deſerved hell more than you, and that heretofore ap- 
_ peared as likely ro have been now alive as you + Their 


caſe is paſt all hope; they are crying in extteam miſe- 
ry and perfect deſpair ; ; but here you are in the land of 
the living, and in the houſe of God, and have an op- 


portunity to obtain ſalvation, What would not thoſe 
poor damned, hopeleſs ſouls * for one day's ſuch * 
opportunity as you now enjoy A 


And now you have an 1 opportunity, a 


day wherein CHR Is has flung the door of mercy wide 
open, and ſtands in the door calling and crying with a 


loud 
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= loud voice to poor ſinners ; a day wherein many are 


Hocking to him, and preſſing into the kingdom of God 3 


many are daily coming from the eaſt, weſt, north 
and ſouth ; many that were very lately in the ſame. 
miſerable condition that you are in, are now in an 


happy ſtate, with their hearts filled with love to 
Him that has loved them and waſhed them from theie 


| Gns in his own blood, and rejoycing in hope of the 


glory of God. How awful is it to be left behind at 


fluch a day! To ſee ſo many others feaſting, while 
| You are pining and periſhing ! To ſee fo many re- 
Joycing and ſinging for joy of heart, while you have 
cauſe to mourn for ſorrow of heart, and howl for vex- 


ation of ſpirit! How can you reſt one moment in ſuch 


a condition? Are not your fouls as precious as the 
| fouls of the people at“ Suſſield, where they are flock- 
ig from day to day to Chriſt? 


Are there not many here that have lived long i in the 


world, that are not to this day born again, and ſo are 
aliens from the common- wealth of Iſrael, and have done 


nothing ever ſince they have lived, but treaſure up 


| wrath againſt the day of wrath ? Oh firs, your caſe in 
an eſpecial manner is extreamly dangerous; your 
guilt and hardneſs of heart is extreamly great. 
you ſee how generally perſons of your years are paſs'd 


Don't 


over and left, in the preſent remarkable and wonder= 
ful diſpenſation of God's mercy ? You had need to 


_ conſider yourſelves, and wake thoroughly out of ſleep; 
| you cannot bear the fierceneſs and wrath of the in- 
| finite GOD. 
And you that are young Men, and young Women; 
will you neglect this precious ſeaſon that you now en- 
Joy, when ſo many others of your age are renouncing 
All youthful vanities, and flocking to CHRIST ? You 


alpecially 
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eſpecially have now an extraordinary opportunity: 3 
but if you neglect it, it will ſoon be with you as it is 
with thoſe perſons that ſpent away all the precious 
days of youth in fin, and are now come to ſuch a 
dreadful pals in blindneſs and hardneſs. 
And you Children that are unconverted, don't you 
know that you are going down to hell, to bear the 
dreadful wrath of that God that is now angry with 
you every day, and every night? Will you be con- 
tent to be the children of the devil, when ſo many 
other children in the land are converted, and are be- 
come the holy aud happy children of the King of 
Kings? * 
2 4 let every one that is yet out of Chriſt, and 
hanging over the pit of hell, whether they be old 
men and women, or middle aged, or young people, 
or little children, now hearken to the loud calls of 
God's word and providence, This acceptable year 
of the LORD, that is a day of ſuch great favour to 
| ſome, will doubtleſs be a day of as remarkable venge- 
ance to others. Men's hearts harden, and their guilt 
Increaſes apace at ſuch a day as this, if they neglect 


their ſouls: 8 And never was there ſo great danger of = 


ſuch perſons being given up to hardneſs of heart, and. 


| blindneſs of mind. God ſeems now to be haſtily | 
gathering in his elect in all parts of the land; and 


Probably the bigger part of adult perſons that ever 
Mall be ſaved, will be brought in now in a little time, 
and that it will be as it was on that great out- pouring 

of the Spixlr upon the Jews in the apoſtles days, the 
election will obtain, and the reſt will be blinded. If 
this ſhould be the cafe with you, you will eternally 
Curſe this day, and will curſe the day that ever. 
you was born, to ſee ſuch a ſeaſon. of the pouring out 

e Joe ME f and will wiſh that you had died and 
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gone to hell before you had ſeen it. Now undoubt- 
edly it is, as it was in the days of John the Baptiſt, 
the ax is in an extraordinary manner laid at the root 


1 of the trees, that every tree that brings not forth good 
fruit, may be hewn down, and caſt into the fire. 
Therefore let every one that is out of CHRIST, now 


awake and fly from the wrath to come. The wrath 
of almighty GOD is now undoubtedly hanging over 


great part of this congregation : Let every one fly 


out of Sodom : Haſte and eſcape for your lives, look 


vor bebind you, eſcape to ihe mountain, left you be 


conſumed. 
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